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School Children. She described the method by which
the children are examined. They are afterwards divided
into two classes : (1) Normal ; and (2) abnormal, including
all who require either treatment or watching. In the latter
class the parents, unless present at the examination, are
notified of the defect. Two months later the children are seen
again. Dr. Dobson disapproves of the examination of children
at the age of 13 years, because they often leave before reach-
ing that age. She would prefer examination at the age of 12,
a further advantage being that children not fitted for " half
timers could be weeded out. Dr. Dobson described the
treatment of the different diseases at the school clinic in
Bradford. All children suffering from contagious diseases,
pediculosis, offensive otorrh&oelig;a, &c., are excluded from
school by the medical officer and are not re-admitted without
a medical certificate. Dr. Dobson strongly advocated treat-
ment in a school clinic on the following grounds :
(a) Insufficiency of former methods. The Bradford children
have for nearly 15 years been inspected and the parents
notified of defects, but it was found that only 33 per
cent. had received adequate treatment. (b) Govern-
ment grant is influenced ; attendance at the school clinic
counts as a school attendance. (c) The cases are

cured in the shortest possible time, attendance at the clinic
being enforced by the attendance officer. (d) Daily
treatment can be given. Special departments of many
hospitals are only opened once or twice a week. The daily
cleansing of such conditions as septic ears renders them no
longer a source of danger to the health of the rest
of the class. (e) By increasing the interest of the work
a better class of officer will be attracted to it. Finally,
Dr. Dobson proceeded to describe the open-air school.
The stay of the child is prolonged until recovery, as shown by
blood count or other proof, has taken place.-Dr. Frances
M. Harper advocated the use of trained nurses to replace the
attendance officer in the absence of a school clinic. She
considered that too much stress was laid on schedules. More
freedom should be given. Great care should be taken to
secure the cooperation of the children themselves. The teach-
ing of hygiene was of great importance. The syllabus was
too abstract and theoretical. Instruction in cleanliness and
decency should be insisted upon. The children should be
instructed in the use of the tooth-brush and handkerchief,
and their hair should be inspected adequately.-Dr.
Katharine R. Drinkwater described her methods of examining
the children. Upon re-examining the children she found
that only 33 per cent. had received satisfactory treatment.
- Dr. Lillie Johnson, Dr. Catherine Chisholm, and Dr. Mary
Davies also discussed the paper.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
The ffygiene of School Life. By RALPH H. CROWLEY, M.D.

Lond., M.R.C.P. Lond. London: Methuen and Co.
1910. Pp. 403. Price 3s. 6d. net.

Tms is, on the whole, an excellent book, and it appears
at the right moment. Dr. Crowley has had exceptional
opportunities of studying the medical supervision of

elementary schools, as he acted for some time as medical
superintendent to the Bradford Education Committee; and
Bradford (as in many other matters of hygiene) has been in
front in the medical supervision of its schools. The volume
is strictly limited to the consideration of elementary day
schools; boarding schools of any class whatever do not come
within its range. -
The author has recently received an appointment in the

medical department of the .Board of Education, but he is

careful to point out that the views and opinions which he
has expressed are purely personal and carry no official sanc-
tion or weight. In fact, it appears that had it been possible
he would have withdrawn his book from the press ; but in
our view it is fortunate that this course was not pursued.
The views of Dr. Crowley as to the range and executive
methods necessary in the application of treatment for ailing
school children are very advanced. Everything is to be

provided at the public expense. For medical treatment the

special " school clinic is the only effective machinery. The

provision of school meals occupies an important space, and
the chapter on this subject is full of well-arranged details

and carefully considered general economics. There is a short

but excellent account of school baths and the advantages
of the system of compulsory school bathing, carried out
under proper supervision, and with inspection of delicate or
ailing children. This section includes a brief r6s?tm6 of the

report on the arrangements found in various German towns,
presented by the assistant education adviser, Dr. F. Rose,
and Dr. J. Kerr, medical officer (Education) London County
Council, to the Education Committee of the London County
Council, 1908. The new developments of elementary educa-
tion involve those who would consider them closely in difficult
problems of sociology. Individualist thinkers may have

doubts, and grave doubts, as to the ultimate wisdom of feed-
ing and clothing (for Dr. Crowley claims clothing also) all
school children at the expense of the community, but good
arrangements for bathing are cheap on a large scale,
impossible in the homes of the poor, and of enormous benefit
to the rising generation who may enjoy them.
An interesting section is that on the Open-air Recovery

School; this system, first inaugurated at Charlottenburg in
1904, provides a daily refuge for convalescent, anasmic, or
delicate children who are incapable of returning to ordinary
school life, and whose only alternative is to drift from bad
to worse in the possibly insanitary and certainly unsuitable
surroundings of a close and crowded town. We recently
commented in a leading article on a report to the Sheffield
education authority which forms an excellent rider to Dr.
Crowley’s account of this system.
There is no&verbar;part of the volume of higher interest to the

general medical reader than that dealing with infectious

diseases. In this chapter the difficult and constantly
recurring question of the closure of schools is most

judiciously handled, and proper attention is given to the
dangers from infective disease involved when a very early
age of first attendance at infant schools is encouraged. A

proper regard is shown for that most serious of school

epidemics, measles, but the author does not attach sufficient
importance to the epidemic intensity or variations in

virulence of this disease. Probably there is no epidemic
prevalent in Great Britain, except small-pox, which presents
such differences in violence, and the epidemic value should
be recognised early, both by medical officers and by school
authorities. In respect of vaccination Dr. Crowley comes
to a definite and deliberate conclusion as far as the hygiene
of school life is concerned. He says : I I Whatever may be
the pros and eons of vaccination, there is no disputing the
fact that a school composed of children, all well vaccinated,
need be in no fear of trouble from small-pox." 

" Such a pro-
nouncement will be welcomed by all sensible persons. By
the way, we must protest against the use of the word
"schoolmen" on p. 261 (as meaning officials engaged in

schools), seeing that the word has the sanctity of a special
use.

The final sermon on the "Parent and the State" will,
probably not appeal to the poorer members of a professional
class who are overwhelmed with increasing taxation and
nervous at the prospect of the institution of a State service
wherein their own work will be exploited. To them the

theory advanced by many writers even in our own ranks

may seem paradoxical-that the way to teach parents
their duty to their children is to relieve them of all those

duties except the one of driving them each morning to
school, there to be taught, cleaned, clothed, fed, disciplined,
and doctored. We do not say that this is exactly Dr.

Crowley’s creed, but we think that the justification for such
views could be found in his pages.
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- Z7’oA der Nervenkrankheiten (Text-book of Nerrous w

-Diseases). Edited by Dr. HANS CURSCHMANN of Mainz. <‘

With 289 illustrations. Berlin: Julius Springer. 1909. 1

Pp. 977. Price M.24. I

THE impetus given to the study of diseases of the nervous i
system by the advances made in the investigation of the 4

physiology and pathology of nerve structures has made it a i

matter of great difficulty to deal with them adequately within
the compass of a general text-book of medicine. Neurology
has become an important specialty with a very extensive
literature. An up-to-date text-book is therefore highly
essential in order to afford the general practitioner and the
general physician an opportunity of studying the present
state of knowledge in regard to any given disease of the
nervous system with which he may have to deal without
having to delve into special monographs. The book

before us gives a fairly full study of diseases of the

nervous system by a number of German physicians of

distinction and presents the German point of view.

Although numerous authors are quoted no references are

given, and the work of English neurologists receives

insufficient recognition.
The book is divided into 12 sections. The first deals

with the general diagnosis of nervous diseases and is

written by Dr. S. Schoenborn of Heidelberg. Much

stress is laid upon the value of a careful history in

case taking, as being of special value in regard to

cases of nervous disease. The various symptoms and the
manner of investigating them are categorically considered.
The second section is devoted to diseases of the peripheral
nerves and is contributed by Dr. H. Steinert of Leipsic.
They are divided into two groups-the destructive and the
neuralgic. The general etiology and pathological anatomy
of the former are first considered, and then the clinical
characters of paralysis of the individual cranial and spinal
nerves are described in some detail and illustrated by
diagrams and by reproductions of photographs. Multiple
neuritis and certain special forms of neuritis, such as those
due to lead and to the diphtheritic toxin, are also dealt with.
In this section a brief account is appended of Landry’s
paralysis. The various neuralgias and their treatment are
next described.

Diseases of the spinal cord form the subject of the third
section, which begins with a description of the normal and
pathological physiology of the cord by Dr. Max Rothmann of
Berlin, who gives some interesting and useful tables and
diagrams. Dr. Schoenborn begins the study of the system
lesions with descriptions of tabes dorsalis and Friedreich’s
disease, both of which are admirable. The pathogenesis of
the former disease is critically discussed. Dr. Schoenborn
arrives at the conclusion that the radicular meningitis theory
of Nageotte is that which at present is the most plausible.
The remaining system lesions are carefully described by
Professor Fr. Jamin of Erlangen. The accounts of dis-
seminated sclerosis, syringomyelia, and haematomyelia are

given by Professor H. Schlesinger of Vienna, who, as might
be expected, gives admirable studies of these conditions.
Traumatic affections of the cord, the various compression
paraplegias (including those due to tumours of the cord
and its membranes), syphilitic affections of the cord, and
myelitis are all discussed by Professor Finkelnburg of Bonn
in a clear and practical manner. An interesting study of
the affections of the conus terminalis and the cauda equina,
well illustrated by diagrams indicating the various forms of
anaesthesia occurring in these conditions, is contributed b
Dr. L. R. Miiller of Augsburg.
The fourth section consists of an interesting and well.

arranged study of the myopathies, including also myasthenia
pseudoparalytica, a myotonia congenita, and Thomsen’i

disease. The fifth section comprises a review of the normal
and pathological physiology of the brain, by Professor Hugo
Liepmann of Berlin, and includes a full and detailed con-
sideration of the various forms of aphasia. In the same

section are included the descriptions of the various forms
of cerebro-spinal meningitis by Professor Hugo Starck of

Carlsruhe; a full study of cerebral tumour, cerebral

abscess, and non-suppurative encephalitis, by Professor Max
Lewandowsky of Berlin ; of cerebral vascular lesions, by
Professor C. Hirsch of Gottingen ; and of general paralysis
of the insane and of epilepsy, by Professor R. Gaupp of

Tiibingen.
The sixth section is contributed by Professor J. Ibrahim

of Munich, and contains a careful presentation of the

organic nervous diseases of childhood. The seventh section,
by Dr. Fr. Pineles of Vienna, under the heading of Hyper-
kinetic Affections, contains descriptions of chorea, tetany,
paralysis agitans, tremor, occupation neuroses, the tics and
spasms, and paramyoclonus. The eighth section, by Professor
Aschaffenburg of Cologne, is devoted to the psychasthenic
conditions; the ninth, by Dr. Muller of Augsburg, to the

affections of the sympathetic nervous system ; the tenth, by
Dr. Hans Curschmann, to vasomotor and trophic diseases ; and
the eleventh to toxic conditions of the nervous system. This
is contributed by Dr. F. Quensel of Leipsic, and includes de-
scriptions of poisoning by various organic and metallic poisons.
The last section, by Professor Fedor Krause of Berlin, is

devoted to the operative treatment of nerve diseases and
contains the data for cranio-cerebral topography, with

accounts of the various operative procedures available for
lesions of the brain and its membranes, the cord, and the
nerves.

We can commend this volume as a useful work of

reference, practical and authoritative in character. The

printing, illustrations, and binding are also of a better

quality than is usual in foreign text-books.

Diseases of the Stomac7t. By S. H. HABERSHON, M.A., M.D.
Cantab., F.R.C.P. Lond. London: Cassell and Co.,
Limited. 1909. Pp. 565. Price 9s. net.

THIS work is intended to be a manual for practitioners and
students. It commences with a chapter on the anatomy of
the stomach, which is well written and gives briefly all the
important anatomical information which it is necessary for

the medical man to know before he can properly appreciate
the symptoms and complications of the various gastric
diseases. There are some excellent diagrams and plates
illustrating in a very clear manner the different anatomical
points. The chapter on the physiology of digestion contains
a good account of the physiology of the digestive secretions,
and the recent work on this important subject is fully dis-

’ cussed. In this chapter there is no reference to the
- important part played by the motor functions of the
i stomach in aiding digestion, and nowhere in the book
, is there any reference to the recent important investi-
. gations which have been made by means of X ray exa-

1 minations after a meal containing harmless bismuth
1 salts. Since the size of the stomach and its motor func-
1 tions in various pathological conditions can be so clearly
i demonstrated by these methods, it is to be hoped that refer-
f ence will be made to them in a future edition. There are

, excellent chapters on diets, and very useful information is
f given to the medical practitioner on the dietetic treatment
7of various gastric conditions. The author shows an intimate

acquaintance with and experience of the various articles of
- diet which have to be resorted to in the treatment of many
j, cases of gastric disorders, and a very useful summary is
s given of the composition and uses of the more important
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commercial preparations which are used for dietetic treat-
ment.

The chapter on the examination of the gastric contents
needs considerable revision in the chemical portion. The

description of Topfer’s test is inaccurate ; also the descrip-
tion of the application of Giinzberg’s reagent in testing for
free hydrochloric acid is very imperfect. There is no descrip-
tion of a good clinical method for estimating free and com-
bined hydrochloric acid in the gastric contents. Several

methods are given, but the author does not state on which he
advises reliance to be placed. It is to be hoped that in a
future edition of the work the modified Volhard process for

estimating free and combined hydrochloric acid will be

included.
The symptoms and treatment of the various diseases of

the stomach are well described, and the author gives his
readers the benefit of his great clinical experience. The

subject matter of this portion of the work is illustrated by
several excellent plates. In the diagnosis of diseases of the
stomach it seems to us that the author does not attach suffi-
cient importance to the routine examination of the gastric
contents after a test meal. There is scarcely any mention of
this method of examination under the diagnosis of gastric
ulcer. In the diagnosis of gastric cancer the description
of the chemical composition of the gastric contents is im-

perfect. There is no mention of the value of quantitative
estimations of the free and combined hydrochloric acid, and
the marked diminution of the ferment activity is not laid

stress upon.
The book will certainly be of value to the practitioner and

student, and there is much useful and valuable information
in it. We have indicated the places where it seems to us

improvement can be made in the expectation that in a late
edition certain revisions will be made.

Serums, Vaccines, ard Toxins in T’l’eat171ent and Diagnosis.
By WM. CECIL BOSANQUET, M.A., M.D. Oxon., F. R. C. P.
Lond., Assistant Physician to the Charing Cross Hospital;
and JOHN W. H. EYRE, M.D., 1T.S. Dnnelm, F.R.S. Ed.,
Bacteriologist to Guy’s Hospital. Illustrated. Second

edition, thoroughly revised. London : Cassell and Co.
1909. Pp. 362. Price 7s. 6d. net.

THE original edition of this valuable little volume appeared
in 1904, and in the preparation of that edition Dr. Eyre had
a considerable part in selection and revision of material,
though his name did not appear on the title-page. In the

issue of this edition Dr. Bosanquet has wisely associated Dr.
Eyre with himself as collaborator, for the subject is now so
vast, and shifts so constantly in theories and details, that its
complete survey is almost beyond the accurate range of a
single mind.
The study of immunity is complex, and its study has

been rendered unnecessarily difficult by the adoption of a
whole code of new technical phraseology. The introduction
of such new terms has probably been favoured by the diverse
nationalities of those working in this new field and the
diverse languages in which they have recorded their re-

searches ; but the result has not tended in the direction of
a simple exposition of facts and theories to minds who
come fresh to the subject. But here lies the value of Dr.

Bosanquet’s book : no one can fail to follow his explanation
of even the more complicated aspects of immunity. His

style of writing is so simple and lucid that he is not even

hampered by the strait limitations of space which his

publishers have probably imposed. To the many who seek
a readable and trustworthy guide to an important subject on
which they may have little knowledge this text-book may
be unhesitatingly commended.
The bulk of the text has not been much altered in the

new edition, but it has been carefully revised and brought up
to date. The most important addition is a survey of the

subject of opsonins, which is complete, careful, and judicial
in estimation. The authors maintain the view that the
existence of the I stirnulins " of Metchnikoff and Leishman
is not proven, and that increase in opsonic value is due to
diminution of bacterial resistance. In the consideration of
the vexed question of phagocytosis in the absence of serum
they adopt the opinion, which is probably a highly judicious
compromise, that phagocytosis does occur in the absence of
serum but probably only to a very slight extent. In order
to find room for this and much other new matter it has been

necessary to cast aside a good deal of introductory matter
which Dr. Bosanquet handled extremely well in his first

edition ; but this matter was largely historical, and should
be fairly familiar to every well-informed student of modern
pathology. But we regret that it has been necessary to omit
certain excellent material. The life-history of the tetanus
bacillus is of the highest importance in a proper conception
of the disease, and the sketch given in the earlier edition was
too good to have been discarded. But as one of the most
subtle arts in other games is the discard, the editors have
shown great tact in unloading their hand, if so flippant a
simile may be allowed. They have shed all sorts of theories
and a number of "submicroscopic discoveries" which have
not acquired proper confirmation, and the selection which

they have made of material for the groundwork of future
knowledge is trustworthy and judicious.

Scientific and Biological Researehe8 in the North Atlantic.

By R. NORRIS WOLFENDEN, M.D. Cantab. Lon6on:
Rebman, Limited. 1909. Pp. 234. Illustrated. Price
10s. 6d. net.

FOR a good sailor there are few better ways of taking a
holiday than in a sailing boat. The size and rig matter
little. There are the charm and constant novelty of the sea,
whether it be fine and calm or needs all one’s seaman-

ship to keep afloat at all. Nearly everything, too, has to be
learnt about the ocean, its currents, its temperature, its

inhabitants, and yet for lack of scientific training the

yachtsman very rarely makes use of his opportunities for
adding to the modicum of knowledge which we already
possess. Much credit is due to Dr. Norris Wolfenden, who
has spent some part of his leisure in accumulating a

vast number of observations which are not only useful

now but will prove more useful in the future when they
have been correlated with the work of other observers.

The book contains the results of cruises made in the

Walnnn and the Silver Belle, the one a small cutter of less
than 40 tons, the other a ketch yacht of 130 tons. The

earlier trips were made round the Shetland Islands in the
Faeroe Channel in 1899-1902 ; the later ones in the neigh-
bourhood of Gibraltar, whilst in 1907 Dr. Wolfenden
cruised to Norway by way of Shetland. The first sets of
observations were made independently of any central

organisation, but when the North Sea Fisheries Inves-

tigation Committee began systematic work in 1902 Dr.
Wolfenden endeavoured to connect the observations of the

Scottish, German, and Scandinavian expeditions. His
results show how much can be done by a private indi-
vidual and at a comparatively small cost. He was

fortunate in obtaining the services of a first-rate skipper and
general manager in the person of Captain Buchan Henry of
Shetland, and he estimates the expenses of a three months’

voyage to be about 300. The secret of his success is

partly revealed by the statement that I I was at some

pains to obtain an equipment of the most perfect and
modern description," but mainly to his own energy and

enthusiasm.
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The observations were directed towards the movements of s

the oceanic currents, the variations in the temperature of the e

ocean at varying depths, the salinity of the ocean, and varia- I
tions in its gaseous contents as measured by the oxygen and s

carbon dioxide. The study of the fauna was directed chiefly v
to the plankton-the multitudinous floating life that is 1

variously associated with particular waters, and that serves as 1
food for a variety of fish. The observations on the movement c

of the ocean currents showed that not only in enclosed areas (

like the North Sea, where varying land influences are a

important, but in the open ocean itself the currents are con- f
stantly changing in direction and speed of movement, so that
the same points of the ocean are occupied at different times i
by water derived from widely different sources. The move- 1

ment varies greatly from season to season and from year to i
year. The observations made upon the oceanic flow through
the Straits of Gibraltar were especially interesting. Dr.

Wolfenden says that the effective width of the Strait is about

7 miles and its depth about 200 fathoms. Two currents

flow in opposite directions through it, the one

inwards to the Mediterranean, the other outwards into

the Atlantic. The plane of separation between the

inflowing and outflowing waters lies at a depth of between
100 and 150 fathoms. The outflowing stream is the lower
and is some 70 fathoms in depth. It first flows over the

ridge in the floor of the Strait, and then, being of a higher
salinity, it falls down, mixing rapidly with the fresher
waters of the ocean until it reaches a depth of about 600
fathoms, after which the horizontal movement becomes more
extensive than the vertical. At the time the observations

were made it would seem that the influence of the

Mediterranean water was inappreciable in the Atlantic west
of about longitude 22 W. and below 1300 fathoms. North-

wards the effect was still apparent at some distance above
the latitude of Lisbon, and at the station where this observa-
tion was made there was a remarkable stratum of water

salter and heavier than the water above and below it, lying at
a depth of between 1000 and 1200 fathoms. The hydro-
graphical results were worked out by Dr. H. N. Dickson
at Oxford and his article is reprinted from the 6’ecac
,7bK?’K for April, 1903, whilst the water analyses were made e
by Professor 0. Peterssen at Stockholm. The biological
observations were described by Mr. Holt and Mr. Byrne for
the fishes, by Mr. W. M. Tattersall for the amphipods and Iisopods, and by Mr. G. P. Farran for the pyrosoma. There

is a discrepancy as to the source of the Himantolophus
rheinhardti, for Dr. Wolfenden says it was bought at

Gibraltar, whilst Mr. Holt and Mr. Byrne say it was brought
up in the Sqlver Belle’s trawl. It is a fine specimen, well
described and figured, and it is now in the Natural History
Museum at South Kensington, as it is only the fifth known
example of this remarkable genus of fish.
The book forms the first volume of the Memoirs of the

Challenger Society. It is well printed, well illustrated, and
is provided with a good sketch chart showing the routes of
the Silver Belle from 1903-1907.

LIBRARY TABLE.

Mde?’ia Medica, Pharmacy, Pharmacology, and nera-

peutic8. Bw W. HALE WHITE, M.D. Lond. Eleventh edition.
London: J. and A. Churchill. 1909. Pp. 695. Price

6s. 6d. net.-This comprehensive book has reached its eleventh
edition, which fact is a sufficient review in itself. It

contains a vast amount of information. We might suggest
that in the doubtless forthcoming twelfth edition Dr.

Hale White should modify the remarks about potassium salts
n p. 121 and in other places. It is surely confusing to the

student to be told, "When taken by the mouth, potassium

salts are excreted as quickly as they are absorbed, so no
effect is produced by the potassium ion, but this is really
powerfully depressant to all nerve and muscle tissue, as is
shown by local application or subcutaneous injection, in
which case excretion is not nearly so rapid as absorption."
Then on pp. 130-131 he is told of the internal use of

potassium nitrate that it is a powerful cardiac depressant,and
on p. 134 he is again told that " Sodium salts are not

depressant to the cardiac, muscular, and nervous systems,
and therefore are not poisonous like potassium salts."

Surely it is a pharmacological fact that potassium salts
administered by the mouth are more poisonous than sodium
salts, and for a student it seems to us that the above passages
taken together are confusing. In the section, on opium we
notice an admirable paragraph as to the diagnosis of opium
poisoning from conditions offering similar symptoms-e.g.,
alcoholic poisoning and cerebral haemorrhage. The fact that

in a book of this size only such an atom of adverse criticism
is required as that we have made in reference to the potassium
salts is equivalent to columns of praise. Dr. Hale White’s
book remains one of the very best treatises on the subject.

Fir.&ccedil;t Aid to the InJltred and Sio7z. By F. J. WARWICK,
M. B. Cantab , M. R. C. S. Eng., L. S. A. ; and A. C. TUNSTALL,
M.D. Edin., F.R C.S. Edin. Sixth Edition. Bristol : John

Wright and Sons; London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton,
Kent, and Co., Limited. 1910. Pp. 226. Price ls. net.- We
have spoken in praise of this little book upon several previous
occasions, and can but repeat our praise of this the sixth
edition. Some little new matter has been added, the number
of illustrations has been increased, and six of them are now
coloured. The chapter on Poisons has been rewritten, and
altogether the book is one which can be safely recommended.

Some Common Remedies and Their Use in Practice. By
EUSTACE SMITH, M.D. Lond. London : H. K. Lewis. 1910.

Pp. 112. Price 3s. net.-These papers are, the author
informs us in his preface, reprinted from the British Medical
Journal of 1908 and 1909. They deal with antimony,
turpentine, iron, alkalies, antispasmodics, opium, and the
salicylates in certain serous affections. They are sound and
practical and may well be read in conjunction with Dr.

W. Murray’s "Rough Notes on Remedies." We are glad to
note that Dr. Eustace Smith calls tartarated antimony an
unjustly neglected remedy, for it is certainly one possessing
great value. His paper upon opium and also the one upon
the salicylates are most suggestive, and we cordially welcome
the appearance of the papers in book form. In another

edition the error of Vinum antimonialis " on p. 5 should be

corrected.

Spiritiialism and 1nsan-ity. Pp. 53. Price, cloth, ls. 6d. ;
paper, ls. Religion and Insanity. By CHARLES WILLIAMS,

) L.R-C.P-.L.R.C.S.Edin. London : The Ambrose Co., Limited.
1909. Pp. 117. Price, cloth, 2s. 6d paper, ls. 6d.-These

 two little books may well be considered together. As to the
 first, it is an expo>!&eacute; of the dangers of Spiritualism, and as
 Mr. Williams states that he was at one time closely connected

with Spiritualism as the president of a local Spiritualistic
society, he naturally came much into contact with Spiritualists.
He gives it as his own opinion that bpiritualism, by weakening
and destroying the will-power, eventually leads to insanity in
many cases. Whether it does this or not, Spiritualism is,

. where not a pure piece of charlatanry, an unwholesome and
abnormal mental influence. The advice of Jerome Cardan
to his son is as true now as it ever was : " Nolite credere vos
t daemones alloqui, aut mortuos videre, sed nee tentate, multa
t enim latent." " I I Religion and Insanity " is a plea for the
. use of religious influences in cases of insanity. We said
s upon a previous occasion that, in our opinion, the English
e Church might well imitate the Roman Church in the careful
n way in which the latter trains her priests in the matter of


